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Each one of us has our ªdo-the-laundryº triggers, although some 
laundry-doers manage to approach the task on a schedule and know 
in advance exactly when it will be done. In a way, I envy them, but I 
have never been one to keep to schedules. 

By Lynne Benjamin #86190

Continued on next page Þ

I have been in RV parks that actually 
schedule times when individual guests 
can do their laundry. This makes it dif-
•cult for traveling visitors who come in 
for a short stay.

In one park, I had to go around to two 
or three sites to negotiate a time when I 
could use the machines—a strange ex-
perience, and it’s a park I now avoid.

Other RVers have onboard washers 
and dryers. I can appreciate the at-
traction of that but know it would be a 
constant reminder of a job that I would 
continue to avoid. Besides which, 
there’s no room in the rig!

Anyway, my triggers are a full 
clothes hamper and a near-empty under-
wear drawer. Still, I have been known 
to let the dirty-clothes hamper reach a 
state of over!ow or go off to the nearest 
Walmart to purchase enough underwear 
to keep me going. I have also held off 
doing the laundry, waiting to get to an 
Escapees park where I know the laundry 
room is clean and well maintained.

Various Shapes and Sizes
Places to get your clothes clean come 
in many various sizes, shapes and 
forms, with just as many variations in 
directions and rules. One of the biggest 

laundromats I’ve seen is in Quartzsite, 
Arizona. It’s housed in a big, old metal 
building that looks like it should be part 
of a factory complex. The word LAUN-
DROMAT is painted in huge letters on 
the side of the metal roof so you don’t 
miss it. The parking lot used to be a 
scraped-out area of the desert but has 
now been upgraded to an actual regular 
black-top parking lot with painted lines. 
It is huge! There are about 12 rows of 

SOMEBODY HAS TO DO IT

washers (both top- and front-load) and 
a long string of upper and lower dryers 
sitting against one wall. Every clear 
wall space is covered with books, and 
they offer showers for $6, complete 
with unlimited hot water, soap and big 
towels. So you get the chance to clean 
your body as well as your clothes.

It's a People-watching Laundry
It’s fascinating to watch people as they 
come in the front door. Typically, they 
come in, look around and make a mad 
dash to what they consider the perfect 
machines in the perfect location. If other 

the La Un d r y
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ªDid you ever notice, once clothes leave 
their original place, something sneaks in 
and ®lls the appointed space?º

customers come in at the same time, you 
know darn well they have chosen the 
same machines.

The race is on—subtly, mind you! 
With smiles on their faces, trying to 
sustain their normally friendly, coop-
erative demeanor, each customer does 
the marathon walk (not run) to the spot 
and rapidly claims the chosen machines 
by putting something (usually soap or 
softener) on the top of the machine.

Huh" The •rst leg of the race is com-
plete. If you win that leg, you regain 
your composure, load the machines 
with dirty clothes, •nd the right set-
tings, the proper change and ka-ching, 
the machines start. You listen to make 
sure they are really working (not that 
you don’t trust the maintenance of the 
facility). If all is well, you decide what 
you are going to do to wait out the magic 
power of the machines.

The non-winners of this •rst leg can 
be seen to smile sweetly, slowly search 
for their second choice spot and then 
proceed in the same way as the winners 
of this •rst leg.

Fun or Mundane; It's Your Choice
The time between washing and drying 
can be either fun and interesting or 

boring and mundane. Many of us will 
take this opportunity to meet and talk 
with fellow dirty-clothes cleaners; oth-
ers work on tasks that take time but no 
space, and still others can •nd a quiet 
place to be alone and either catch up 
on reading or alone time. Regardless 
of how we spend the time, each of us 
keeps a keen eye on the progress of our 
machines, where we can •nd the carts 
to unload and move the wet clothes 
from the washers to the dryers and 
which dryers we can nab once the last 
cycle ends.

Comes the second leg of the race: 
selecting the chosen dryers. The •rst 
challenge is to get your hands on a cart. 
You watch and wait. When a fellow 
launderer abandons a cart, you need to 
be the •rst one there to claim it. There 
can be some creative strategy to this 
phase. Sometimes this can be negoti-
ated ahead of time, and sometimes you 
need to stand over the person to hasten 
their progress.

Players Playing Fair
Claiming washers is simpler than 
claiming dryers: There tend to be more 
washers, and you have ways to tell the 
rest of the clientele that you have a 

claim on that washer (soap, etc). I have 
seen people with special magnets that 
say “machine in use,” but I think this 
gives players, oops, launderers an unfair 
advantage. Needless to say, getting your 
clothes dry can be a special challenge.

Can you put more than one washer 
load in a dryer? How many cycles will 
it take to get the clothes dry? You can 
usually add more coins to the machine, 
but who wants to do that?

Finally, you are ready for the third 
and •nal leg of the contest—•nding a 
place to sort and fold the clothes after 
you take them out of the dryer to get 
them ready for their journey home.

The ultimate is to •nd a folding table 
to yourself where you can spread out 
and get everything sorted and folded. 
Most times you have to share, but then 
the world is seldom perfect.

Not done yet, though. All those clean-
dry clothes need to •nd a place to go. 
Did you ever notice, once clothes leave 
their original place, something sneaks 
in and •lls the appointed space?

Don’t worry—it won’t be long before 
they are dirty again. Then there will 
be lots of space, an over!owing dirty-
clothes hamper and an almost empty 
underwear drawer.  

This piece is dedicated to all public laundromat 
owners who maintain a clean facility and, in 
particular, Chen, owner of the Quartzsite Laun-
dromat, who recently died. Thanks for making 
the laundry task a little easier.


